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By Marge D. Hansen

Natural context and

. bold design decisions

. win one boutique design
~ firm top honors for

~ an environmentally

. sensitive luxury resort.
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balhed by thee Indian
Ceean. Thee string of maoee than
1,00 coral islamds sireiches poross
approximately GO miles from ket
tos s th. Enticing and eolic, 0% a
remcte, wilery world pocessilde only
by boat or seaplone

“hi= Maldlives is a special ploes
of naked beauty. 6 is e of those
rare locations whers voa'll fnd an
sl with white sandy bessches, a
cocanul palm amd nething else,”
smys Carl Bibensperger, Monnging
Diirector of CRCSTUII in Singapors,
wlpas Tirm is gee HEO0G winner of the
Vil Chimg Deeshgn Competition R s
wiirk on the Huvalies Fushi Reserl,
loweswtisd oot Morth Mok Absil

Tha Will Ching Award honors
cxceptional actdevement by a frm of
five or Fewer designers, “Smnll frms
prowide the industry wiih a fresh
autlek,” says 5. Buessel] Groves,
Frincipol of 5. sl Groves in New

Yaork, ard one ol the judoes Tor the

Pl aoafk

perspactive
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competition. By the very natine of
their skee, their design voioe can be
mare singular and direcd Smeall
firma ean be Hght on thieie Geet and
more Mexible in responding 1o o
clienls weeds, As o resuly, the design
anlaipas con Be mone inventive”

Huvaken Fushi is o perfect exam-
ple of Eicnsperger's simighiforwvand
d=ign philosophy: Crents whal is
ol appraficiali fe the looatinn,
Tumctioa wmid sty bz of each project
Every nssignmeeni is initinted with
the intention to stir emiolioes and
maki peagple more pware of their
seises and aprronndings

[ Penil vears, ERonspenger. o
graduare of the A Center College of
[esign im Pasndem, Calil,, has
worked on some of the mast oebe-
brated projects in e hospialicy
imihi=ry. HEs spaces are nob jus
visually pleasing: they are comfon-
alde, pruarpneselial eiovironments os well,

The incredible and wll-eneom-
paksing natieal elements were U
inspirtion for and the essenee of
thes CRESTU N team's ingenbsas
design for Huvalon Fushi. Gueesl

Tha Aguuem Spa (elth ol Huyvaken
Fumlil, Susssadsd owls The aocan
i@ tha aorid's first uncorsaled
{rmaimasT room

bumgakmrs and pavilions have
expanskye oubinor discks wilhi pirl-
vabe plunge pools, open-air walerfall
showers, sunbathing lermees and
bl dinknge arems. Doy Twsds aan
over the watsr b mindmize e dis
tores 10 the eeean amd masimies e
glorious panormma of sea and sky.
Relaxing hues ripple Girough the
resorls neutral, naural colior palete,

Master planning can kel good
on paper, but on-aie adjustmeonts
alvwiiys haves o be mede, A major
iesign comsideration, parliculardy ol
a lusury destination lke Huvalen
Fushi, involves ensuring visibors
havae e priviey moel seclosion they
are purying lor Teday, the apportunity
tie e an unohstrocted viesw of emd-
bess sby and waiber is rare [or many
tonrists wiho come from any of the
world's major cities,

“When vou stagger buildings so
they (i iso o siie more notumlly, Bweee
are cotseerns about leoking wrouwiml
comers amd being able 1o see ik
samieone elae's space” Ellensperger
sfrva, <10 v constrect bangnlows oul
aver the waler, yoo dan't have e




ER

ppipisitinily to ose lndscape

miplerinls 45 @ sereen” Thermfane,
carefin] positloping aml, in same
cases, re-pasilionkng of every
hapmgmbiiiy wvs Fiasl ||II-|:| Al
enhancing, bul a pgroclal con
ritrn s wiell

& Trmie womsilenn vwalbovwar imeamlers
ot thie Aquos Spa, one ol the
resarl’s showstoppers, Aquom is
susmEnile] over Unwe water nncd
allfers e waorld™s st andleraaler
iecatmiEnd rosems, Vesaeeitaedl o i
vislairs ean wasae hroaipls oves
siardl agunrnam-like winilows s
sl of tmopical lish swim past,

Wuvafen Fushi wias dislgnisd 1o
whirmseass ot showd Egtuires
anil Lerporde the soollang, evir
clgnging movenenls of the s
i sk oo the archilec e The
misddl Gl 1he Lalsia estaurand s
ahaped like B swell ol o wiave
traveling hrogh Bee ooeamn, In ihae
lounge and reoeplicn areas, sand
posveers (lee oo, aoel Bibensperser
wed Al bnfindty Poaold as a senlery
ey o clisgelm andepaes Ther-ogaie

Hghilingg efleci=.
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This Poriuaml orlsmerTis. woe

dw inaperabon lor The radart
Flalan Py Fete Nippln thrmogh
this rediiiral, matural color paksite

W wiepe fpsl knocked aail by e

By o Bher shooting stars, the Milky
\'|'||:|| il e see Dhnl s8ms are actiaely
difTerent cilors,” Eliasjserger siys.
= wasrked with B Stedeee ol Bo
Sleilier Lighting an the ides of creal
ing a reflectlon of e night sky
thir pool. 0% nod an exact oogn’ just
gy impareaion B omplify the expsen
e, [ ook ol with the idea ancd
crsaled soimelibng magical”

And 1o hielghten the Hgiilearaed,
pelixiing spiril st emvebips Hovalen
Fuishi, @ was sggesicdl danl goesls
sillyere Bo g “nie shaees™ peelicy on
the el

Fitensprrgers ol pard of this
profeel wios secing the docam besomae
mialiy. =1 B o ol ol respact For s
elienl, wiwr ook the inltlative ancd
had the imaginalion neoessry 0
crate o e hal GEs s wisll inlo
ity m remarkable seting 11 is wan
deriul pnd rmre o hee o cliend will
{rigg 1o sk smch rishs,” he sova,

e CRCETL DG hemm vies o
am extremaely ght schedulis for this
prevfoct — less i o year lrom imitind
dissign thirmmgh copsiraction — last

LR S RIE PR IRLLY]

EitEsperger, whie cstabilished the

fier fm 2001, limiks Forwaril L
b ing mare opporianitice anid
chaibenges like ks e, 1 ihink
i e Dutnee — parcleu larly ko thae
high=enal hospitality moarkel — we
will sise smaller design frms dving
wy it they do best, rather than
lirgr Nrms conlinwing 4 da things
in @ slandord sy, e says e
kmovws ilie morkel and pndersionids
it hlgh bl goeests are lisohing
v o exBrard iria ry 1':\.|.H"|'|l'||l Ll [} ]
i ploee Jike na alher o lhe worlid
“hs v hiegan [o meview e
crbries, Hisviafen Fushi Besord st
aul ne socmeiblng quite omigoe”
amyn Glora [gonidng o Primcipal of
CH I Deesign in Los Angeles ool o
W Ching Cimpetdiisn judge.
=Tlssre 15 poariificiney liene,
CECSTL DI wsed simpels mmaterinls
amd liet e cnlors anad watural
bty o the Biscaibbon come ihrough.
Whnt they did with thie lights and
the waler is mognificent They ome
alisd mopaeethe pplace, This, (o e, is
ane ol tHoesd pare projsels w heee

voun sy (o e designers Travn!™ B



